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The Internet has revolutionized the computer and communications world like 
never before. The emergence of new Internet technology and network 
communication, and the particularity of the media, renders the Internet language 
some new features. These features have attracted a wide range of people’s concern, 
and hence strengthen the importance of Internet language study. Internet language 
has great effect on our society, not only can we witness that influence on the 
business field and the education field, and it has strong effect on our daily life. 
Therefore, it is of great significance to study this new variety of language. 
There appeared many theories and schools on the study of Internet language. 
Different definitions and classifications are provided by linguists of different time 
according to different standards. Among all these studies the most remarkable one is 
the study of Internet language from linguistic point of view. These studies mainly 
discuss the Internet language from the semiotic point of view, or pragmatic point of 
view and from many other perspectives as well. And both these studies on the 
language are gaining satisfying progress and form a theoretical framework to an 
extent. 
The features of Internet language are the focus of many studies which include 
both the general features and the linguistic features. As we all know the Internet 
language has the characters of commonality, simplicity, creativity, metaphoricity 
diversity, peculiarity, iconicity and free style. The discussions on the linguistic 
features of Internet language is the main part of this thesis, such as its phonological 
feature, like the use of homophones, special use of onomatopoeia and vowel 
omissions. The lexical feature of the Internet language is also very remarkable. 
Neologisms, abbreviations, compound words are used by people to show their 
presence or to make them distinguished as a member of the virtual society with some 















emoticons which are simple little faces that can be formed with punctuation marks: 
such as the full stop, colon, semicolon, comma, hyphen and parentheses. The 
syntactic feature of the Internet language includes the distinctive use of the short and 
simple sentences, exclamatory sentences, interrogative sentences, elliptical and 
incomplete sentences in a distinctive way. This thesis also talks about the discourse 
feature of the Internet language, such as the amount of the use of reference, 
substitution, conjunction.  
This thesis also analyzes the Internet language used in Chatrooms to see the 
features of the language as a new variety. The Internet language has played great 
function in Chatrooms and changing people’s lives a lot. Towards the development 
of Internet language there exist different attitudes, some people support it because it 
brings a lot of benefits to our lives. At the same time, there are also some people 
against the popularity of such a language for some side effects of the Internet 
language. But to hold open attitudes towards the Internet language and do the 
language planning work scientifically is a correct choice for the society. By 
accepting more popular words, accepting more meaningful and healthy words, 
giving more attention to the public influence on language, there will surely be a 
bright future of Internet language. 
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